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| Belgian plies her love of history 


FROM PAGE 1A very proud of my Belgian 
heritage, and have a true 
Chisholm, 68, lives in appreciation for what they 
Sturgeon Bay and belongs went through.” 
to St. Joseph Parish. She It isn't just Belgian 
has been doing history history that captures 
presentations for at least Chisholm’s volunteer 
10 years, long before she hours. She's also part 
started “trying to retire” of the Friends of the 
from her job as an emer- Museum in Sturgeon Bay 
gency room nurse at Door and is on the museum's 
County Medical Center. capital campaign board 
“T still work about one to raise money for a new 
day a week, and am on archives building with 
casual call,” she said. a theater, meeting room 
That leaves plenty and research facilities. ` 
of time when people, “When it’s built, I'll be 
organizations, churches the first volunteer,” she 
or history centers want to said. 
learn about the hardy Bel- She’s also an officer for 
gians who still influence the Peninsula Belgian 
the area. In a way, she’s American Club, is on the 
following in the footsteps board for the Namur Bel- 
of her late father. gian Heritage Association 
“He was a real history (which owns the former 
buff,” she said. “He helped Namur church), and is 
gather some of the newer MONICA SAWYN | FORTHE COMPASS a member of the Door 
pictures we have. Iliketo Barb Chisholm outside one of the historic Belgian . County Historical Society. 
think he'd be very proud wayside chapels that dot Door County with members At St. Joseph, she’s a 
of what I’m doing.” of a Learning in Retirement tour group. Eucharistic minister. 
Chisholm first did x “Tlike to volunteer — but 
history presentations mother wore in fields. doesn't charge for presen- only up to a point,” she 
at Southern Door High In addition to her tations, although she will said. “Tve learned to say 
School and St. John Bosco talk, Chisholm leads occasionally ask fora gas no; otherwise I find myself 
School in Sturgeon Bay. Belgian roadside chapel stipend. She findsitafun in more than I care to be.” 
Later, she branched out. tours through the three activity that deals with For now, though, she’s 
to civic groups, Learning counties, where 30 of something she loves: happy to tell the tales of 
in Retirement groupsand the buildings remain, “Tam nota bashful long ago, and show photos 
others. She has period reminiscent ofthoseonce person. Youcan’tbebash- ofa family anda local 
outfits, but the one she found in Belgium. Some fuland be an emergency- heritage that reaches back 
wore this day was typical are now private, but many room nurse,” she said, to the 1850s. To Chisholm, 
ofa Belgian farm woman. are open to the public. adding one of her ready it’s a project worth giving 
The hat was one her Chisholm generally laughs. “But I’m also. away her time. 


